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branded the Ukrainian arguments as "mockery/' and early in January, 1918, Soviet troops invaded Ukraine. On January 9 the Rada proclaimed Ukraine ua free and sovereign republic/' but the achieving of this lofty status failed to bolster the flagging spirit of the Ukrainian troops. Although the Russians, too, made an exceedingly poor showing, the odds were overwhelmingly in their favor. After a siege lasting for several days Kiev was taken on January 27, Ukrainian resistance collapsed, and the Rada fled to Zhitomir and, later, to Sarny. Soviet detachments overran the entire country as well as the Cossack territories south of the uncertain Ukrainian border. There were mutinies and disaffection among the Cossacks, General Kaledin resigned and committed suicide (February, 1918), and the hard-pressed Volunteer Army retreated southeast in the Kuban Cossack territory, in the foothills of the Caucasian mountains. Bolshevism appeared triumphant. The Brest-Li to vsk treaty temporarily reversed the situation.
BREST-LITOVSK
The Bolsheviks were eager to put into effect the peace program announced on October 26. On November 8  (November 21, N.S.) Trotsky in a circular note invited the ambassadors of the allied Powers to regard the peace decree "as a formal offer for an immediate armistice on all fronts and the immediate initiation of peace negotiations." Two clays later a similar communication was sent to the ambassadors of neutral countries for transmission to the governments of the central Powers. No replies were forthcoming except for a protest by the allies to General Dukhonin against Russia's violation of the treaty of September 5, 1914, N.S., which bound the signatories not to conclude separate peace (November 10). On November 10 the first installment of the secret treaties was published in the Petrograd newspapers. In view of the attitude of the army, however, the most urgent question was that of an armistice. After Dukhonin's refusal to open peace negotiations with the enemy (November 9)? Krylenko, the new commander in chief, directed the army units at the front to make their own armistice agreements, on a local basis, with the opposing forces. The first of these agreements were concluded in the Dvinsk sector on November 13 in connection with the acceptance by the German high command of Krylenko's offer for general armistice negotiations which were to be held at Brest-Litovsk. Other sectional cease-fire agreements followed but were superseded on November 24 (December 1, NJS.) by

